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Comments
A. 7174/S. 4475

The Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State (HPCANYS) supports legislation to facilitate referral to Hospice and palliative care for developmentally disabled individuals with life-limiting illnesses. The developmentally disabled community has traditionally been underserved by Hospice.  We urge the Legislature to consider:

1. It should not be assumed that a referral to hospice automatically leads to withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment.  When it is appropriate to withdraw life-sustaining treatment, current statute and regulation would be followed.

2. It is imperative that Surrogate Decision Making Committees receive training in Hospice and end-of-life care.  HPCANYS would be happy to assist with the training.

3. Because of short length-of-stay for Hospice, referral to Hospice for developmentally disabled patients should be expedited.

The Legislature is to be commended for addressing the need to remove barriers to appropriate, timely referral to Hospice for the developmentally disabled.
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