HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK STATE

Memo of Support

Program for All-Inclusive Care for Children (PACC) ( Pilot Program
S 4927-A/A 8219-A
Background

Recognizing the under-utilization of hospice services at the end-of-life for children with life-limiting conditions, leaders in New York State’s hospice and palliative care community helped craft the Children’s Hospice Initiative Project with Children’s Hospice International (CHI) and the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Management (CMS, formerly HCFA).  Congress implemented the initiative as the Program for All-Inclusive Care for Children (PACC).  In October 2000 the New York State Department of Health (DOH), in partnership with the Center for Hospice and Palliative Care (CHPC) in Cheektowaga, NY, was awarded a PACC( demonstration grant, which was renewed for a second year 2001 and a third and final year in 2002

The PACC( is designed to assist children with serious medical conditions to live as normal a life as possible, by providing access to a continuum of total care.  A primary goal of the program is to keep children in their homes and in their communities to the fullest extent possible.  

Request

New York has a unique opportunity to be a national leader in providing timely, effective services to a very vulnerable pediatric population.  We urge you to support S 4927-A and A 8219-A, which would establish a pilot for the Program for All-Inclusive Care for Children.
Rationale
· Over 85% of children suffering from life limiting conditions die in the hospital.  Terminal hospitalizations account for 43% of total hospital inpatient costs.  Giving families the opportunity to care for their child at home while they die, will decrease Medicaid costs for acute terminal hospitalizations. 
· Costs from ambulatory sensitive admissions can be reduced with the comprehensive case managed care at home offered through PACC(. 
· Care coordination and early discharge planning efforts of the PACC( program can reasonably reduce outlier hospital stays.

· Based on a 2003 report by Milliman USA, the PACC program could save approximately $900 per month per Medicaid pediatric patient.

· Access to the PACC( program will greatly improve the quality of life for children at the end stage of disease. 
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