Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State
MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

Medical Use of Marijuana (A. 4867/S. 4768)
The Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State supports A. 4867 and 
S. 4768, Medical Marijuana Legislation, which would make marijuana legally available for the treatment of certain illnesses.  As stated in the proposed bill:   “…thousands of New Yorkers have serious medical conditions that can be improved by medically approved use of marijuana…”

The Association supports the purpose of the bill, which is to allow legitimate use of controlled substances in health care, including palliative care under appropriate regulation.  The legislation does not in any way diminish New York State’s strong public policy and laws against illegal drug use.  It is the legislative intent that the act be implemented consistently, through a reasonable and workable system with appropriate oversight, evaluation and continuing research.

The Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) 1999 Report, “Marijuana and Medicine: Assessing the Science Base,” found that marijuana is beneficial for several medical conditions, and is especially beneficial for patients with extremely serious or terminal conditions for whom other medications have proven ineffective.  Among the conditions they noted are nausea, appetite loss and pain and anxiety.

The IOM Report also concluded that the medical use of marijuana is less dangerous and less addictive than cocaine, morphine and methamphetamines.

Among the many national groups that have endorsed making marijuana legal for specific medical purposes are the American Bar Association, the American Public Health Association, the American Academy of Family Physicians, The Gray Panthers, the Lymphoma Foundation of America, and the Episcopal Church.

The Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State supports 

A. 4867/S. 4768 and urges its enactment.
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