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HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK STATE

Commission on Health Care Facilities in the 21st Century
We commend the Commission for its work to create a system that better meets community needs.  In making broad policy recommendations, the Commission has recognized the importance of strengthening and expanding the availability of community-based care, which we fully support. 
Hospice is an important part of the continuum of care that is offered through community-based services.  Each year in New York State over 40,000 patients and their families are served by hospice. 
The Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State represents the state’s certified hospice providers and palliative care providers, as well as individuals and organizations concerned with care for patients at the end of life.  Hospice serves patients with life-limiting illnesses and provides pain and symptom management, addresses social, emotional and spiritual needs and provides care and support to the bereaved.  Hospice services are provided in the home, nursing homes, and inpatient facilities.
We urge that the Commission:
· Strongly support the community-based, quality end-of-life care services provided by hospice and palliative care;
· Recognize that hospice and palliative care are part of the solution to creating a quality, cost-effective health care system; 

· Assure that end-of-life care services offered by facilities recommended for merger or closure are realigned so that the community does not lose access to these important services; and

· Address workforce shortages being experienced by hospice and palliative care providers and support future workforce development.
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