May 14, 2007

William Johnson

NYS Department of Health

Bureau of House Counsel, Regulatory Affairs Unit

Corning Tower Building, Rm.  2415

Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY  12237






RE:
Assisted Living Residence 







Regulations

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the addition of a new Part 1001 to Title 10 NYCRR (Assisted Living Residence), as published in the State Register on March 28, 2007.

· Section 1001.7, e. (2) (i) – We applaud the Department for recognizing that residents on Hospice can be safely cared for in the residence.
· Section 1001.10 (k) (4) – While we strongly support the affirmation in the regulation that a person can receive hospice services in an ALR that does not have the Enhanced ALR certification (the aging-in-place certification), it is also important that hospice continue to be allowed in an adult home or enriched housing program that does not obtain the ALR license.  Hospice is functioning well in these settings now.  Some of these facilities may not be able to afford to obtain the ALR license, and residents in these facilities in need of hospice should not be disenfranchised.

Clarification that hospice may also continue in non-ALR adult homes and enriched housing programs should be provided, assuming that all other criteria are met (i.e. the resident's physician, hospice and ACF provider agree that the person's needs can be met).

Thank you for considering our comments.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 518/446-1483 or kmcmahon@hpcanys.org..

Sincerely,

Kathy A. McMahon

President and CEO 

