HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE CARE ASSOCIATION

OF NEW YORK STATE

MEMORANDUM  OF SUPPORT

A. 8082/S. 5017

Hospice Residence Pilot Program Expansion

The Hospice and Palliative Care Association of New York State supports

A. 8082/S. 5017 on the condition that it not impede seeking permanent status of 16-bed hospice residences.  Statute authorizing three 16-bed hospice residence pilots was passed and signed into law in 2003, with the final report due December 31, 2006.  A. 8082/S. 5017 would expand the 16-bed hospice residence pilot program to 10 sites and extend the final report due date to December 31, 2007.  Under the 2003 legislation, two pilot programs were established.

Hospice has been found to be a successful alternative to conventional curative care for those afflicted with terminal illness or advanced, progressive disease. It is a patient and family oriented program that provides palliative and supportive care to help meet the stresses associated with illness and death.

In 1995, the legislature approved and Governor Pataki signed a law (Chapter 532 of the Laws of 1995) creating a new kind of facility known as a hospice residence. A hospice residence provides traditional hospice services to patients in an informal, home-like setting. Terminally ill patients receive expert interdisciplinary services from qualified professionals.

Currently there are nine hospice residences in New York State, and the program has been successful.   Hospice residences have been shown to provide a lower cost alternative to patients receiving hospice care either in a hospital or nursing home.  Expansion of the hospice residence pilot program is important because:

· More than 8 beds are needed to meet community need.

· Up to sixteen beds will allow for cost-effective use of limited resources while allowing for a home-like setting.

· Additional pilots will allow more data to be collected to demonstrate need and cost effectiveness of up to 16 beds
We urge you to support A. 8082/S. 5017 on the condition that it not impede seeking permanent status of 16-bed hospice residences.
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